
 
 

      2018-2019 Elementary Schedule 
 

 First Bell 8:10 a.m.  

 Tardy Bell 8:20 a.m.   

 Day Ends 2:40 p.m.  

 Early Release 
Thursday 

      2:00 p.m.  

 
 
Dear Elementary School Parents, 
  
Based on our ongoing review of the bus times, bell schedules, bus routes, and feedback from 
our school leaders, the Administration recommended to the School Board that the elementary 
school start time be moved earlier by 10 minutes. This adjustment will enable us to run all of the 
junior high school buses on time and allow our drivers to deliver our elementary students to their 
enrichment activities after school.  
 
This slight adjustment is a continuation of the work our Start Time Task Force engaged in two 
years ago. The task force examined the research and made recommendations to the School 
Board. This fall we implemented those recommended changes. Unfortunately, we had to move 
the morning bus times in October and at that time, we told the Board we would continue to look 
for options at the end of the day. We have concluded that in order for afternoon routes to work 
for all of our students, we must move our elementary start times to 8:20 a.m. However, we do 
not anticipate changing morning bus pickup times this coming fall. They should remain 
similar to what they are now. 
 
We deeply appreciate your patience. We hope this is the final change in start times. We 
understand this can be disruptive and we do not make this decision lightly. We have spent this 
year timing buses, riding buses, observing drivers, revising routes, and understanding traffic 
patterns in the city in order for us to provide the highest level of service to all of our students 
across the District. This is the change we will be implementing this fall. 
 
Thank you for working with us. We look forward to a smoother ride for all this fall. 
 
 
FAQ 
Will my morning bus time change?  
The goal is to keep the morning bus times the same for the 2018-19 school year.  With the new 
registration system, we should see increased efficiency in our morning routes due to more 
predictable ridership. 
 



Why did we change? 
After changing the start time from 9:10 a.m. to 8:30 a.m., administrators knew it could be a 
challenge to hit the 8:30 a.m. target. For the 2017-18 school year, the Start Time Task Force 
recommended a “no cost” option of 8:20 a.m. start time. We adjusted this year’s start time to 
8:30 a.m. in an effort to address elementary parents’ concerns knowing the costs would 
increase. The goal was to see if any of the challenges of the additional 10 minutes could be 
accommodated. What we have found is that significant problems remain, especially with the 
afternoon runs and the early dismissal time. We have examined this issue extensively. Due to 
the increased traffic on Highway 43, we can not meet the time demands of the routes. With this 
slight adjustment, we are anticipating a $110,000 cost saving. 
 
What are the start times for other districts that changed their start time to address 
adolescent sleep patterns? 
As we have learned from other districts that have made this adjustment and from the sleep 
studies that the 2016-2017 Start Time Task Force reviewed from the research, we are following 
the optimal start times for student learning:  
Secondary  8:25 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 
Elementary 8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. 

Regional Elementary Start Times 

North Clackamas 7:45 a.m. 
Hillsboro 8:00 a.m. 
Tigard-Tualatin  8:10 a.m. 
Lake Oswego 8:20 a.m. 
Portland Public 8:25 a.m. 
West Linn-Wilsonville  8:30 a.m./7:50 a.m. 
 
What is the best way to get my students to school on time: 
Another aspect of our work indicates that if all students who are eligible would ride the bus, 
each school would have less congestion thus reducing the potential for gridlock if there were an 
emergency. We are cognizant that parents may want to spend time with their child in the 
morning in the car, but it is a much better use of resources and time if all students who are 
eligible would ride the bus. Please consider the bus an option if you live more than one mile 
from your neighborhood school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


